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THE DESIRE FOR a 'real American yard' 
can be seen across the length and 
breadth of the United States. Tradi­

tionally, the front yard is meant to welcome 
visitors and announce, 'the people who 
live here are good citizens'. It's often a 
swathe of grass, maybe with a tree, bushes 
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or aflowerbed. It's sometimes bordered 
by a small Ience but rarely enclosed by a 
wall. The owners want to show it off, 
not hide it! 

The back yard is quite different - it's 
private space. A back door typically opens 
to the back yard, perhaps onto a patio. 
Then there is the lawn, another expanse of 
green. It may be bordered by flowerbeds 
and surrounded by a tall fence or hedge. 

Many American families spend sum­
mer weekends in their back yards. Child­
ren play on swing sets, with swings, 
things to climb on and a slide. If there is 
a large tree in the yard, there may also 
be a tree house. Shade trees are highly 
desirable. Under the shade tree one is 

Go English :\0.6 \fay-June_~ Pagel 11 


