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The American §

love affair

with the lawn

picket fence...

likely to see a picaic
table, lawn chairs and
often a barbecue gnill
for weekend cookouts.

But don’t believe that
Americans spend all thesr
weekend time relaxing
there. The truth is. much
of the time spent by
adults in the back yard
is spent on yard work.

[t takes a lot of grass
seed, fertilizer and weed
killer to keep a green
lawn pretiy. Dandefions
and crabgrass are the

Everything just so
HE DESIRE FOR a ‘real American yard’
can be seen across the length and
breadth of the United States. Tradi-

tionally, the front yard is meant to welcome

visitors and announce, ‘the people who

live here are good citizens’. It’s often a

swathe of grass, maybe with a tree, bushes

or a flowerbed. It’s sometimes bordered

by a small fence but rarely enclosed by a

wall. The owners want to show it off,

not hide it!

The back yard is quite different — it’s
private space. A back door typically opens
to the back yard, perhaps onto a patio.
Then there is the /awn, another expanse of
green. It may be bordered by flowerbeds
and surrounded by a tall fence or hedge.

Many American families spend sum-
mer weekends in their back yards. Child-
ren play on swing sets, with swings,
things to climb on and a s/ide. If there is
a large tree in the yard, there may also
be a tree house. Shade trees are highly
desirable. Under the shade tree one is

enemies of suburban dads. who feel
obliged to eliminate them. Femilizer and
water make grass grow. and then it must
be cut. Once a week. out comes the
lawnmower. The bigger the yard. the
bigger the lawnmower... and it 11's 2 nd-
ing lawnmower, so much the berer!
Hedges and bushes must be clipped
and trimmed. The clippings and grass

The American yard is legendary. Consider the
classic image of the American hame with a front
yard and a back yard, surrounded by a white

cumings e by the mower are gathered
up and sowed into big bags. They will
5¢ put out wath the garbage to be picked
up and taken away.

In the fall the shade trees drop their
Jemves. They can't be left on the lawn! They
must be raked wp and put into bags too.

A recent end in American lawn care
is that more people are planting native
sround covers. which require less water
and chemicals. instead of grass. It’s also
more common o install a water-saving
Zutomatc watenng svstem and more and
more people are mulching and compost-
img yard wasre instead of sending it
50 the landfill.

Lawn care is still the number one
gardenming activity in the United States.
20k year Americans spend more than
six billion dollars on their lawns. A fig-
wre 1o consider while grilling hamburgers
on the barbecue on a Saturday afternoon,
afier. of course, all the planting, fertilizing,
weeding. cutting, trimming, and raking
sdonc!
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